Editorial
This issue concludes five volumes (20 issues; 1 supplement) of Pedagogy in Health Promotion: The Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (PHP) and begins a smooth transition to the next editor. For each message in these issues, I aimed to explicate the purpose and mission of the journal and create excitement for teaching and learning in preparing public health and health promotion professionals. I started with identifying the four major functions of educators: Teaching, Research, Service, and Practice. I emphasized, as well as other editorial board members, what we mean by "The Scholarship of . . ." I gave examples of the types of articles we solicit and emphasized the novelty of coaching and reflective articles. The journal aims to be more than a teaching techniques journal, and when we publish "descriptive best practices," there should be evidence for why these are best practices.
As with any great idea for the gestation of a new enterprise, it takes many people and much time. The idea for this journal came a couple of decades ago. I have been a national fellow of the Society for Public Health Education (SOPHE) since 1986. From my first annual meeting, I continued to be impressed with the commitment and passion that people who assemble for SOPHE have for this field and the work we do. SOPHE should take pride as an organization that is open to new programs, services, and initiatives. We are fortunate that CEO Elaine Auld, the Board of Trustees of SOPHE, and its staff and other volunteer leaders had the faith to launch this journal-the first major comprehensive teaching journal in the field. Similarly, we are thankful that the leaders of Sage Publications had faith to support the enterprise. SOPHE has a triad of journals, for which all members can be proud.
Cheryl R. Merzel, DrPH, MPH, is the new editor of PHP. She has impressive academic formation, strong scholarly work, and relevant experience in preparing public health and health promotion professionals. In her recent practice, she has worked on faculty development and encouraged others to not only improve their teaching but also engage in the scholarship of teaching. She is a natural fit for editorship, and we look forward to her leadership in moving the journal forward.
The most difficult part of this position is to hit that "reject" button for an author or authors' submission. To those who have submitted work, I thank you. For those who received a "not accept," I thank you for considering PHP; I do hope the reviews were of some use and meaningful.
In the fall of 1980, I walked into my first classroom at the School of the Holy Child Jesus in Rosemont, Pennsylvania. The adrenaline was palpable. Two scores of years later, I still feel that adrenaline, especially at the start and at the end of each university taught course. During these years, I have acted to the best of my ability as an educator for many learners in several types of organizations and colleges, for a range of purposes, and in varied educational environments, including online and other electronic mediated settings.
Teaching is a noble profession. It is a true vocation. We are blessed to be able to do this work, but it takes courage to teach. . . .
Thank you for reading Pedagogy in Health Promotion. Thank you for submitting articles to this new journal. And thank you for the courage to teach (Palmer, 2007) .
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